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station before the riders are on the course.  This event should be 

over by 11:30 AM.  

 After a long lunch break the Time Trials resume at the 

county park on South Highway 17. The first start is at 2:30 so we 

will do our briefing at the south end of the county park at 2:00 

PM.  The entrance to the park will be a zoo of riders and vehicles 
so we want to be out of that area early.  This event typically ends 

by 5:30 or 6:00 PM.  

 Sunday's distance event has the first start at 8:05 AM 

with most racers starting at Prude Ranch. Again I would like to 

be at Murphy's parking lot at 7:00 AM. For most of the stations 

there will be a lot of waiting for riders but I want to have the 

three start lines in operation by 7:40 AM.  

 We will operate a formal net on the 146.620 repeater 

and will disconnect it from the rest of the system if need be.   

 

 Let me know if you plan to make some or all of the 

events. I can be reached during the day at (432) 426-3687 or by  
email at jrf12@mac.com.  If I am in my office during the day, I 

monitor the repeater system as well.  Just call for KD5KBU.   

 If you don't know until the last minute whether you can 

make it, just show up at the briefing location and we will gladly 

assign you a station.   

 This is a fun event in the beautiful Jeff Davis 

mountains.  The more operators we have the safer the ride will be 

for the participants and the more fun we will have. 

 

 

BREWSTER COUNTY STANDS BY AMATEUR 

RADIO IN SPECTRUM ISSUE 
FROM Dave Cockrum, N5DO 

 

 The presentation to the Brewster County 

Commissioners requesting a resolution in opposition to H.R. 607, 

which would auction off the 440Mhz band, was successful in that 

they did adopt such a resolution.  In her remarks, County Judge 

Val Beard was very complimentary to the Big Bend ARC and 

asked that I convey her and the Commissioner's thanks to all our 

members for everything we do to support emergency 

communications in Brewster County. 

 
I also received this email from the ARRL:  

 

Just a note that I read the article in your local paper where you 

presented the HR-607 issue and ended up with a resolution.  

Thank you for that work!  Well done! 

  

Allen Pitts, W1AGP 

Media & PR Manager 

ARRL - the national association for Amateur Radio 

225 Main St.  Newington, CT 06111 

www.ARRL.org 
 

Even though it was sent to me, I think it is really thanks to the 

BBARC for doing this -- I was just representing the club, not 

myself.   

 

 

 

PSYCOLOGIST BECOMES ARCHEOLOGIST 
Bill Baker, W5ATO 

 

 Sul Ross Psychology Instructor, Dr. David L. Cockrum, 

N5DO stepped down from his full time, executive administration 

duties last year to return to teaching in the classroom part time. 

Now, with more free time available to pursue other interests, he 

has begun an archeological excavation in his HAM shack.  

 

 Dave struck gold, so to speak, very quickly with the find 

of a treasured relic from the past. This priceless artifact has been 
placed in the BBARC Historical Museum, which is located at my 

QTH, wherever I laid it down. Current plans are to move the 

museum to a nail in the wall of the Emergency Communications 

Van. 

 In order to understand and appreciate the „true value‟ 

(pun intended) of this beautiful, glimmering work of art from 

antiquity, it is necessary to know the history behind it. It began in 

ages past, well before records were kept, much less, accurate 

records. All we have are the legends that have been passed down 

to us through the ages. 

 Some time in the 1980‟s, the Big Bend Amateur Radio 
Club (BBARC), and the San Angelo Amateur Radio Club 

(SAARC) were both very active sister clubs. Both clubs 

participated together in the Chihuahua Desert Challenge off road 

bicycle event each February at Lajitas. And each club would 

approach Field Day in a spirit of competition.  

 Somewhere along the line, the two clubs decided to 

compete with each other for highest Field Day Score. Then the 

idea came up, possibly 1985 based on information in the June 

1987 issue of The Bark newsletter, for an award based on the 

outcome of the Field Day Scores. As this all started, the award 

was to be a keg of 807s presented to the winning club by the 

losing club.  

 From the June 1987 article: “Two years ago San 

Angelo won, last year we won so this is the 

rubber match. Please note, however, that as 

of yet no actual 807s have changed hands in 

this deal. They never came to collect their 

winnings (our rules!), and when we were in 

San Angelo last, they were busy with a 

little swap fest or something. This year, 

though, the winners will collect.” 

 From that point on we know almost nothing about this 

annual competition until about 1998-2002. (Records still weren‟t 

being kept very accurately.)  

 We do know that the award was changed from the 

losing club providing the winning club a keg of 807s, to the 

winning club presenting the losing club with the possession of a 

Collins HF radio, circa 1950s, weighing about 60 pounds, and 

suitable for use as a boat anchor. And so began the “Boat Anchor 

Award.” But no one knew when the “Boat Anchor Award” 

began. 

 Now, based on this world shaking archeological find 

made by N5DO, we are able to determine conclusively that the 
“Boat Anchor Award” began between 1987 and 1988. What 

Dave unearthed in his shack was a brass plaque attached to a 

small wooden base with the following inscription. 


